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of absence. Captain E. Bissett, at present employed on
plague duty in the Meerut District, has been selected to
officiate as Deputy Sanitary Commissioner of the First
Circle, United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, in succession to
Major S. A. Harris. Captain J. S. O’Neill has taken up duty
in the Ghazipur District in connexion with plague preven-
tion. Captain F. A. Barker, superintendent of jails and
civil surgeon at Port Blair, has been granted two and a half
months’ privilege leave of absence. Captain C. G.
Seymour, medical officer of the 2nd (King Edward’s Own)
Gurkha Rifles, has been appointed to officiate in Medical
Charge of the Dehra Dun District during the absence on
leave of Lieutenant-Colonel J. Fischer. Captain A. Cameron,
at present officiating as civil surgeon at Rai Bareli, has been
selected for special duty at Kasauli in the Central Research
Institute. Captain A. W. Cook has been granted three
months’ privilege leave of absence. Captain R. A. Chambers
has been selected for appointment as Superintendent of the
Borstal Central Jail at Lahore.

SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Royal Army Medical Corv3.
No. 18 Field Ambulance, Captain William Fraser Munro,

2nd East Lancashire Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical
Corps, Territorial Force, to be Captain (dated Oct. 2nd,
1912).

TERRITORIAL FORCE.

Royal Army Medical Corps.
3rd Northumbrian Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical

Corps: Lieutenant William A. Thompson to be Captain
(dated July lst, 1912). Lieutenant Mervyn A. Archdale to
be Captain (dated Sept. 24th, 1912).

4th Southern General Hospital, Royal Army Medical
Corps : Major William C. Wilson resigns his commission

(dated Jan. 28th, 1912). William Cheyne Wilson to be

Captain (dated Jan. 28th, 1912). Captain William Cheyne
Wilson to be Major (dated Jan. 29th, 1912).
Attached to Units other than Medical Units.-Captain

John F. Christie to be Major (dated August 2nd, 1912).
-For Attachment to Units other than Medical Units.-

Captain Herbert Hugh Blair Cunningham, from the Un-
attached List for the Territorial Force, to be Captain (dated
August 3rd, 1912).

Correspondence.

THE BELL-MAGENDIE CONTROVERSY.

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Last year you gave me an opportunity of laying
before your readers the evidence which entitles us to regard
Sir Charles Bell as the initiator of the movement leading up
to our present knowledge of the central nervous system. It
was unfortunate for me that at the time Professor Waller
called my conclusions in question my time was occupied 
by the preparation of my lectures on a very different 

department of knowledge, and I had to content myself ’’,
with a bare statement of fact, trusting that your readers
would see the reasonableness of Sir Charles Bell’s claims
without any special pleading on my part. In the latter part
of last year I had an opportunity of again studying the
history of anatomy and physiology in the period covered by
Bell’s life, and I found that I had understated, not over-
stated, Bell’s claims. Hence in my Struthers lecture I
wrote :-
He (Bell) found, soon after he left Edinburgh (1803) and started a

venture school of anatomy in London, that men could give no reason-
able ’explanation of the division of our central nervous system into
cerebrum, cerebellum, and spinal cord, nor could they explain the
remarkable and apparently meaningless manner in which the nerves
arose and were distributed. He laid hold of a basal fact; he realised
that if he could discover the uses of the various parts of the nervous
system he could explain the complexity of their arrangement. His
merit lies, not in making a reasonable guess as to the function of
cerebrum, cerebellum, double nerve-roots, and double nerve-supply,
but in having made this guess from his knowledge of human anatomy,
he proceeded to test its truth on the bodies of other animals by dissec-
tion, and above all by experiment. His reputation as a discoverer does
not rest on a quibble as to who discovered the exact function of the
nerve-roots, but on the fact that he was the first man that realised
that the anatomy of our brain and nerves could be explained.

Professor Waller regards this statement " as a compara-
tively frank and clear admission of the fact that the dis-
covery (of the function of the nerve roots) does not belong
to Bell." Professor Waller evidently claims me as a con-
vert. I leave your readers to draw their own conclusions
from the statement given above. They will also see how far
Professor Waller can be relied on to give a fair representation
of the statements and opinions of those who are no longer
alive to take part in their own defence. I can share in
Professor Waller’s admiration of Magendie without in any
way detracting from the merits of Sir Charles Bell as the
real discoverer of the separate function of nerve-roots. As

regards the other points again raised by Professor Waller I
leave their defence in the safe hands of Dr. Edridge-Green.

I am. Sir. vours faithfullv,

Royal College of Surgeons of England,
London, W.C., Sept. 30th, 1912.

ARTHUR KEITH.

PRURITUS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The interesting and thoughtful letter of Dr. D. H.
Murray in THE LANCET last week should arrest attention, as
in it the writer proposes a new treatment of pruritus ani
based on a new pathology of that distressing condition. It
is possible that in the near future the treatment of pruritus,
local and generalised, may be entirely by autogenous or

stock vaccines, and that the causes of this condition, which
at present are perplexing by their apparent variety, may
eventually resolve themselves into the action of toxins acting
either locally or generally through the blood stream, and
created by bacterial infection. On these lines we may
eventually arrive at a specific treatment based on the use of
special vaccines suitable for each specific infection. But
at present it is a matter of common knowledge that
there is no specific in the internal treatment of this
condition. Every case has to be carefully considered
as to the cause or causes which underlie it, and the

difficulty in treatment is greatly enhanced by the difficulty
in determining the causal factors. In general practice
we frequently meet with generalised pruritus occurring
in elderly neurotic subjects in which the immediate
cause apparently is a toxaemia, the result of imperfect
digestion. The primary cause often is worry or some other
underlying mental state. Such a case of pruritic trouble
is often most harassing to the patient and to the
medical attendant, who is compelled to ring the changes in
drugs and local applications, usually with little success.

There is also frequently a recurrence of the pruritus, the
underlying mental state often reasserting its influence.
A method of treatment which I have found useful in cases

of this description is the internal administration of pure
terebene on sugar. The terebene doubtless acts as an
intestinal disinfectant and stimulant. If taken when an
attack is threatening, it will frequently cut short its develop’-
ment. I have also found terebene useful in cases of urticaria

occurring in children and due to a food toxaemia. It may be

given to them suspended in a mixture with carbonate of

magnesia. There is, of course, nothing new in the principle
of the treatment, but I do not know that terebene has been
used before in this connexion.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Sydenham, S.E., Oct. 1st, 1912. 

J

W. F. GRANT.

THE TEACHING OF THE DEAF.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The report of Dr. E. T. Roberts to the school board
of Glasgow, reviewed in THE LANCET of Sept. 28th, p. 906,
shows that in providing for the educational welfare of her
young deaf children Glasgow is keeping alive the traditional
reputation of Scotland of being in the front line of progress.
The experiment of appointing a special teacher to visit the-
homes of young deaf children before school age will be
watched with great interest by all concerned with the
education of this afflicted class of the community. It

recognises the immense importance of the home as a

factor in the training of children, and rightly assumes
that mothers of children deprived of hearing are in need of
guidance and help in the training of their mute offspring,

1 THE LANCET, Sept. 28th, 1912, p. 901.


